
Ambition  •  Confidence  •  Creativity  •  Respect  •  Enthusiasm  •  Determination



Welcome
Thank you for considering the Northampton Academy Sixth Form, 
we are delighted to welcome you with this prospectus.

The Motto of the Academy is ‘The Best in Everyone’, and we work hard with all of our 
students to enable them to achieve their full potential. In return, we expect hard work 
and commitment throughout their time at the Academy.

There will be a choice of over 25 subjects for you to choose from. You will be able to 
follow courses that interest you and suit your abilities, including A Levels and BTEC  
Level 2 courses. 

By the end of your studies at Northampton Academy, you will be prepared for progression 
to university, employment or training. You will be given specialist support with Oxbridge 
and subject specific entrance examinations for Russell Group Universities. We have a 
strong tradition of students gaining places at some of the UK’s leading establishments, 
including Oxford and Cambridge University. 

During the rest of this year there will be the opportunity to visit the Sixth Form and 
experience Sixth Form lessons. Furthermore, our ‘Opportunities Evening’ will enable 
you to discuss available courses and combinations of courses with our experienced and 
dedicated teachers and some leading universities. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Northampton Academy Sixth Form.

Mrs. Lesley Powell  
Director of Sixth Form

Mr. Nat Parnell 
Principal
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Our New Sixth Form Centre

At Northampton Academy, our Sixth Formers have exclusive use of our £1million brand new state 
of-the-art Sixth Form Centre. The Centre has 7 new dedicated classrooms, all with interactive screens 
and Wi-Fi connectivity, a large lecture theatre and a large boardroom. There is a dedicated Sixth Form 
IT Suite and an interactive workroom where students can access external courses and take part in 
remote lectures. Sixth Form students have their own library. There is also a spacious common room 
where those in the Sixth Form can study and take their breaks between classes.

The sixth form leader is committed to ensuring 
all learners receive the best support they can; 
she is ambitious for all learners.
- Ofsted February 2016

“
”
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Which subjects should I study?
Your subject choices should reflect not only your study interests and academic strengths but 
also your long term higher education and career intentions. Remember that employers and 
university admissions tutors expect you to have developed a specialism in particular subjects 
but also want you to demonstrate a ‘breadth’ of knowledge and skills drawn from a number 
of different subjects. 

We offer a wide variety of courses, some of which you will have studied up to Year 11 and 
others which are brand new and only available in the Sixth Form.

There are some subjects which have a traditional exam focus and there are others where 
the assessment is project-based and is continuous throughout the course. It is 
important to make the choices that are right for you.

Students are normally expected to study a linked group of subjects, including some 
which are ‘facilitating’. The number studied will be dependent on individual aptitude. 
Each student is individually guided on subject choices. However, the most important 
factor in achieving success in Northampton Academy Sixth Form is selecting the most 
appropriate courses. 

Advice and expert guidance is available from your subject tutors and the Sixth Form team 
as well as at the Opportunities Evening. Research what subjects to study by looking at the 
UCAS site: www.ucas.com. www.russellgroup.co.uk for the booklet of informed choices.

No learners leave the school 
without employment, education 
or training placements.
- Ofsted February 2016

“
”
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Enrichment Opportunities
Enrichment is a very important and compulsory part of the Sixth Form experience. It ensures that 
you develop new skills and talents outside the formal learning environment, as well as learning from 
new opportunities. At Northampton Academy, there are a wealth of enrichment activities available 
to support the academic subjects and to provide you with valuable life skills and experiences beyond 
the classroom.

Please see our separate insert for a comprehensive list of current Enrichment opportunities.

A word from Beth

“The position of Head Girl gives me the 
opportunity to give students advice on 
specific aspects that can enable them to 
succeed whilst at school. As Head Girl I am 
able to include my fellow peers’ opinions 
in discussions which take place in order to 
provide them with the environments they 
want and are happy in. I chose to take on this 
responsibility because I found it a privilege to 
communicate with both students and staff 
throughout the school in order to further 
improve the experience which everyone 
receives. I have been able to develop different 
skills whilst performing this role, confidence 
and leadership skills especially.”

Leadership Opportunities

A word from Matt

“The role of Head Boy has allowed me to 
improve on my communication management 
skills, by putting me in the position of 
managing several projects. During open days 
I have the opportunity to give short speeches 
to parents and help out in the departments 
around the school. I have the privilege to 
demonstrate and explain the core principles 
of a subject to the visitors, inspiring them 
to choose Northampton Academy as their 
academic institution to study for GCSE and A 
Level. This role is very demanding on top of 
the school workload, but through the help of 
the Student Leadership and Sixth Form team 
this has been a very enjoyable experience. ”



 6 To find out more visit: www.northampton-academy.org

Caring, Welfare and Support for Students: A Learning Partnership
Support for Students

As a full time student you will be a member of a 
tutor group and meet your tutor daily. The Academy’s 
tutorial system is designed to help you achieve 
your full potential, support your attendance and 
punctuality, assist with applications for Higher 
Education and encourage your personal and social 
development. Your Personal Tutor will be important 
during your time in the Academy Sixth Form. 

The Sixth Form staff, including the Head of Year, 
Tutors, Administrative Staff, and other guidance and 
support staff, are all here to support you through your 
time with us. Your success will be achieved through 
a strong, three way partnership between us, the 
Academy’s staff, you and your parents/carers. They 
too have a significant role to play in supporting your 
progress and full attendance. 

Your day will be from 8.40 am to 4.30 pm. Some 
personal time is given as a privilege in Year 12 and 
this will normally include a morning and an afternoon 
where you would not be required to be on site.
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What do you like about Northampton Academy?
I like the dedication of the teaching staff in supporting us in our learning. You can really tell that they genuinely care about our education. Although the Sixth Form is 
very popular, there is still a welcoming and friendly atmosphere for me to study in.

Why did you come back and study?
I’ve known from a young age that I wanted to attend university and I was made aware that the A Levels I could gain from Sixth Form would allow me to do that. The 
school, students and staff were already familiar to me and Northampton Academy offered the subjects that I wanted to study. This made me sure that I could achieve 
my goals here.

Why would you recommend Northampton Academy to future Sixth Formers?
Northampton Academy Sixth Form is a great learning environment that can help you achieve the highest you can in your A Levels. Teachers genuinely want you to 

reach your best potential and personally push you to be the best you can through classwork and one-to-one tuition. You always receive the support you need from staff and other students, as well 
as being surrounded by like-minded academic people.

What are your career plans?
My plan is to go to university and complete a Masters degree in Physics, specialising more towards Astro-Physics. After receiving my degree I’d like to work as a researcher in the field of Astro-
Physics or Astronomy.

What do you like about Northampton Academy?
As I have been a student at Northampton Academy since Year 7, I was very much aware of the strong relations students have with their fellow peers and teachers. 
There’s a strong communal vibe within the Academy and seeing people excel in your class is highly satisfying. There is a competitive nature, promoting a hard 
working mentality. 

Why did you come back and study?
In Year 11 I listened to the experiences of Sixth Formers and College students at the time, and the advantages of staying here. It was made clear to me that studying 
my A Levels at Northampton Academy would give me varied options in what I wanted to pursue post Year13. Also the step from GCSE to A Levels is far easier in Sixth 
Form in comparison with college, as there is more personal guidance from teachers and tutors, whilst at the same time better preparing me for my university studies. 

Why would you recommend Northampton Academy to future Sixth Formers?
When looking at the substantial progress made by Northampton Academy in recent years, it is hard to argue against thoroughly considering our Sixth Form as a potential student. You will be 
supported throughout your time at our Sixth Form, whilst also being offered opportunities to take part in great activities such as bowling at discounted prices with all of your friends. With the added 
facilities and more adept students coming through from Year 11 with the schools constantly improving GCSE grades, the quality of teaching is exceptional, and will provide you with all things 
required to achieve your ambitions post Year 13, irrespective of your career choice.

What are your career plans?
After finishing Year 13, I am planning to go to university to study International Relations, with a year abroad. This will equip me with the knowledge and expertise from a global perspective to go on 
and work for organisations such as the United Nations or MI6; or within the private sector in an international corporation.

Success Stories

 Shelley Augieste

Ethan Henry
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We are very proud of our flourishing Sixth 
Form which year-on-year has seen excellent 
results, and students moving on to top 
universities or highly skilled apprenticeships. 
The Academy offers over 20 courses with 
strong provision and results in STEM 
subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths). Students have access to a study 
centre exclusively for Sixth Form. 
The Sixth Form students are supported 
with personal tutors, UCAS guidance 
and mentoring from businesses such as 
Barclaycard. They also have access to a 

first-class enrichment and careers 
programme. They will all have the 
opportunity to work with employers and 
also mentor younger students. Year 12 
students complete work experience, further 
enhancing their skills and experience 
for further and higher education or the 
workplace. The full range of options are 
explored to focus on the best interest of the 
individual student including apprenticeships, 
vocational courses, employment with 
training and A Levels.

Pathway to University

1. We have a thriving Sixth Form with high academic standards, over 20%  

 of students in the Sixth Form have been accepted for places at Russell Group  
 Universities.

2. Last year 77% of Year 13 students progressed to university 

 education colleges.

3.  We are one of the best schools in the country in outperforming expectations;  

 and our student progress places us in the top quarter of all sixth forms and further education  

 colleges (ALPS3, 2016).

4.  We have exceptionally high standards of teaching and learning .

5.  We are rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted.

6.  We are a Sixth Form where your students are cared for, nurtured and encouraged  
 to achieve their absolute best.

7.  Subjects are taught, not lectured, in small class sizes, enabling each student to receive   

 individual support and attention.

8.  We are a non-selective school and achieve high academic standards.

9.  We have a relentless focus on high standards so students feel safe and are proud to  

 be at Northampton Academy Sixth Form.

10. We offer a wide range of enrichment and leadership opportunities  

 to students.

10 reasons to Choose 
Northampton Academy Sixth Form
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Sixth Form Expectations

As a student in the Sixth Form you will have personal responsibility for:

Hard work and commitment
We really want you to succeed; we will set you individual learning targets, and subject and tutorial staff 
will monitor your progress regularly. You must attend all your lessons and complete all homework; this is 
of course the basis for success, achievement and enjoyment.

Contributing to the life of the Academy
Part of the role of a Sixth Form is to help its students become fulfilled, mature and ‘rounded’ young adults. 
We will expect you to play a full part in the life of the Academy through engaging in extra curricular 
activities and programmes, and taking on positions of responsibility across the whole of the Academy 
within the Student Leadership Team.

Acting as role models for the younger pupils within the Academy
As the senior students within the Academy we will expect you to show leadership, maturity and 
responsibility.  We will expect you to play your part in promoting the ethos of the Academy, particularly 
in terms of care, tolerance, hard work and excellent behaviour.

The quality of teaching and  
outcomes for pupils in English  
is consistently excellent.
- Ofsted February 2016

“
”
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How to Apply
If you are currently a student at Northampton Academy you can apply for the 
Sixth Form directly using the information sheet contained in this prospectus.  

You will be invited for an advice and guidance interview with a member of the Sixth Form 
team during December. The invitation will contain information about the date, time and 
venue for the discussion. Following this you should receive a conditional offer of a place in 
the Academy Sixth Form, which will be subject to you achieving the necessary grades and 
entry requirements.

Before making any final decisions you will also have the opportunity to experience taster 
sessions from your chosen subjects. This will help you select appropriate courses. 

For all Year 11 students it is a good idea for you to read through this prospectus and our 
admission policy thoroughly to check that the right course is available for you and that 
you are eligible to enter our Sixth Form. Also talk through your application with your 
parents/carers and current teachers. Bursaries are available to support eligible students. 
Further information is available from the Sixth Form Office at Northampton Academy or  
by emailing the address below.

Outcomes in the sixth form are 
good and improving. 88% of 
learners go on to university.
- Ofsted February 2016

“
”





Northampton Academy, Wellingborough Road Northampton NN3 8NH
t 01604 210017, e enquiries@northampton-academy.org

www.northampton-academy.org
Principal: Mr. Nat Parnell
Northampton Academy is part of United Learning. United Learning comprises: UCST (Registered in England No: 2780748. Charity No: 1016538) and ULT (Registered in England No: 4439859. An 
Exempt Charity). Companies limited by guarantee. VAT number 834 8515 12. Registered address: United Learning, Fairline House, Nene Valley Business Park, Oundle, Northamptonshire, PE8 4HN.


